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ment, and co-operation by respective organisations and scientific
management. Large-scale application of these principles is
requisite in order to counterbalance the unequal rates with which
farmers can apply the various innovations. The larger the units
to which these innovations can be made accessible, the more
hopeful is the prospect of overcoming inertia and opposition;
and the more diversified the social and economic structure of a
community, the better will it withstand crises and fulfil its
obligations towards its individual members. The influence of
these changes on the structure of settlement in rural areas will
be felt in regard to size, layout, and the functional relationship
between the various settlements, on the one hand, and, on the
other, between the individual settlement and its hinterland. In
the sphere of agriculture pfoper there are corresponding factors
reacting on the pattern of settlement. A possible increase of
food production may be brought about in several ways:
(a)  By bringing more land into food production.
(b)  By bringing correspondingly more labour to the land.
(c)  By substituting mechanical for animal power.
(d)  By rationalising the productive resources of agriculture,
i.e. getting the right crops on the right land together
with the right management and labour.
(e)  By producing food of a higher nutritive value.
Directly or indirectly these methods would either increase the
number of agriculturists, or would, at least, stop their migration
from the land, or would concentrate them in compact settlements,
and bring new establishments to rural areas.
The introduction of industries raises the problem: how can the
interaction between them and agriculture be made more fruitful ?
Where lies the optimum point of balance, or rather the optimum
line of development, as changes will always be going on, and
no definite pattern can be fixed. In other words, what industries,
and how many non-agricultural people, should be added to the
existing configuration of a rural community ? Certain deter-
minants can be derived from the results to be aimed at. They
are: a social and economic balance of community life; more
security against crises; more leisure time. It has been suggested
that a community should be considered as ill-balanced if more
than about 30% of the gainfully employed population are em-
ployed in one industry. This might be a useful standard; but
we need still more detailed knowledge before we can arrive at
definite conclusions. There might be some industries which
are almost independent of fluctuations and would thus not
endanger the stability of the community evert if still more people
were employed by them. We should study, therefore, the
industrial structure of some diversified settlements and regions